Minnesota Library Association 
Board Meeting Minutes
Friday, September 18, 2009
9:30 AM – 12:00 PM
Nonprofit Solutions Office
1821 University Ave W., Suite S256
St. Paul, MN 55104  


Present:  Ken Behringer, Kathleen James, Heidi Hoks, Robin Chaney, Lynne Young, Melissa Brechon, Lyndi Finifrock, Linda Eells, Mark Ranum, Nick Dimassis, Martha Mersereau (for Kim Edson)
Guests: Melissa Palank
Absent: Marge McPeak (MLTA Chair) 
1. Call to Order - Behringer called the meeting to order at 9:31 am
 

2. Adoption of Agenda – Addition of 7.3 – 7.5 Brechon moved to adopt the agenda as revised; Hoks seconded – Motion passed

3. Approval of August 21, 2009 Minutes - Hoks moved to accept the minutes; James seconded – Motion passed

4. Financial Report (Chaney)
4.1 Monthly Reports - The August financial reports were distributed to the board prior to the 

meeting for review. These reports include the approved revised 2009 budget. Chaney


provided a verbal overview of the reports. The board had additional discussion. Chaney 

moved to accept the monthly financials; James seconded – Motion passed

4.2 Review and Approval Audit RFP – The board reviewed the Audit RFP, which will be sent to 

Kern, DeWenter, Viere; Thomas Lewis and Associates; and Carpenter Evert. Hoks 

moved to accept the Audit RFP; Brechon seconded – Motion passed

4.3 2010 Draft Budget – Chaney discussed the 2010 budget draft the finance committee has 

worked on over the past few months and presented data regarding past conversations 

about allocating a certain amount of money per member to each Division. Ken and Robin 

are going to work on establishing policies regarding the funding and expenditures of 

Divisions and Subunits. Chaney Moved to allocate $5.00 per member to each 

Division; Eells seconded – Motion passed 

5. Update on Activities

5.1      Staff Report (Palank) – Palank provided an update on the outstanding projects in the 
office such as the annual conference and board of director ballots. She also asked for a 
board member to pick up the MLA computer to prepare it for donation to the Silent 
Auction. Palank also discussed the status of the membership and communications 

committee – we need volunteers to help the chairs perform the outstanding tasks we 

have identified. Behringer suggested we ask members at the Annual Meeting, as well as 

put something in future eBlasts. Until we have volunteers, we need to wait on 

membership materials, listserv options, and Web site policies.
6. Reports
6.1      Annual Conference (Brechon/Hoks) – Brechon provided the board with an overview of 
the Annual Conference and its progress. The committee chairs had a second site visit on August 31 in St. Cloud, which left them feeling more confident about logistics. They are still concerned with number of vendors though; we are at 39 and our goal is 50. The board had additional discussion around logistics, including the decision to ask other libraries to loan their projectors for presentations, so we don’t have to rent them.
7. Discussion Items

7.1 2009 Annual Business Meeting – Chaney inquired what was needed for the treasurer’s report. The board suggested talked about decisions made by the board, stability of the organization, and Division funding. The board had additional discussion.  

7.2 SSPiN and Branch Out Update –Ranum had a discussion with the committee members of Branch Out. The 2009 conference operated at a loss and the group is assessing how to go forward with future conferences. One option under discussion is a proposal that the next Branch Out conference be held at St. Olaf in 2011, if adequate funding can be arranged by the planning committee. Ranum suggested MLA reaching out to Branch Out and discussing a consolidation into our Subunits and events.

7.3 U.S. Patriot Act Resolution – The Vermont Library Association adopted a Resolution on 2009 Reauthorization of the USA Patriot Act and through the ALA listservs, has asked other library associations to adopt it as well. The board asked Finifrock to discuss it at the MN Coalition for Intellectual Freedom Dinner on September 23 and report back to the board.

7.4 Colorado request for Management Association RFP – The Colorado Library Association has asked James for a copy of the MLA Management Association RFP and she wanted the approval of the board to send it. Ranum moved to send the Management Association RFP to the Colorado Library Association; Young seconded – Motion passed
7.5 Minnesota Library Foundation email – Finifrock mentioned the Foundation is inquiring about having an email with the extension of @mnlibraryassociation.org, since they have a Web presence. The board had additional discussion and there is concern with having the same extension, since they are not part of MLA. Behringer suggested Nonprofit Solutions provide a proposal to the Foundation for email (with separate extension) and Web services.   
8. Other Agenda Items
 8.1
      None


9. Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at 11:15 am. Ranum moved to adjourn the meeting; Brechon seconded – Motion passed

Next meeting:  
Tuesday, October 13, 2009; 4:30pm – 6:30pm at the St. Cloud Library
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