Minnesota Library Association 

Board Meeting Minutes

Friday, June 19, 2009

9:30 AM – 12:00 PM

1821 University Ave W., Suite S256
St. Paul, MN 55104  




Present:  Ken Behringer, Kathleen James, Robin Chaney, Lynne Young, Kim Edson, Lyndi Finifrock, Melissa Brechon, Linda Eells, Nick Dimassis 
Guests: Melissa Palank, Marc Colin (Carpenter Evert, Certified Public Accountants), Heidi Hoks, Judy Nelson (MLA Foundation)

Absent: Mark Ranum, Marge McPeak (MLTA Chair)
1. Call to Order – called the meeting to order at 9:32 am
2. Adoption of Agenda - Brechon moved to adopt the agenda; James seconded – Motion passed 
3. Approval of May 15, 2009 Minutes – Revisions made to the header, changed agenda to minutes. James moved to accept the minutes as revised; Brechon seconded – Motion passed
4. Financial Report (Chaney)

4.1 MLA Audit Report – Marc Colin discussed the management letter and auditors report.    
    Behringer asked what a healthy reserve would be; Marc Colin said they recommend 3-6 
    months of the operating budget.  Melissa Brechon moved to accept the Audit 
     report; Kim Edson seconded – Motion passed.
4.2 990 – Marc Colin presented it to the board - Eells moved to accept the 990; 
     Young seconded – Motion passed. Behringer signed the 990 and Nonprofit Solutions 
     will process it.  

4.3 Monthly Reports - Chaney discussed the monthly financials. James moved to accept     
     the monthly financials; Eells seconded – Motion passed 

4.4 2010 Budget – After our board meeting on July 17, the budget committee, which 
     consists of the President, President- Elect, Immediate Past-President, Treasurer, and 
     Member at Large will meet from 12 – 1 PM to discuss the audit RFP and the 2010 budget 
     process. 
5. Update on Activities

5.1      Appointment of Heidi Hoks to MLA Board (Behringer) – Due to the resignation of Wendy 
          Wendt, Behringer suggested the appointment of Heidi Hoks to fill the Past-President 
          role. James moved approval of the appointment; Brechon seconded – Motion 
           passed
5.2      Nonprofit Solutions Staff Report (Palank)

5.2.1 Lobbying Activity and Nonprofit Status (Palank) – Melissa Palank reported on this during the MLA Audit Report in 4.1. Because MLA is a 501 (c) (6), legislative activity is unlimited, as long as it is related to the mission of the organization. If MLA were to lose its 501 (c) (6) status, there would consequently be limitations and tax implications. Palank also mentioned the need to inform members of their dues being used for legislative activities and will update the membership form to take care of this.
Document Retention Committee (Palank) – Melissa Palank acknowledged the receipt of the document retention policy and will work with Eells on the understanding and compliance of the policy.  


6. Reports

6.1      Minnesota Library Foundation (Nelson) – The Lunch for Libraries was a success. The next 
     Lunch for Libraries will be on June 16, 2010. 

6.2      State Librarian’s Report (Behringer) – The board did not receive a State Librarian’s
Report. Behringer and James discussed the State Library Plan with the board. James formally asked Brechon to set aside a session at the Annual Conference to discuss the State Library Plan draft. Behringer made a motion to draft a statement to Suzanne Miller, State Librarian. Chaney moved; Brechon seconded – Motion passed 
6.3      ALA Councilor Report (Brechon) – Brechon is getting ready to attend Council in Chicago 
     and asked the board if they had any thoughts for her to share at the event.    
6.4      Annual Conference Report (Brechon) – Brechon reported the exhibitor mailing went out 
     in the mail and is posted on the Web site, along with the Professional Table information. 
     Brechon mentioned we may need to push out the Silent Auction form to the 
     membership. Behringer reported on the negotiations for the Ray Raiola, the Editor of 
     Mad Magazine – his presentation is on Intellectual Freedom and 1st Amendment rights. 
     Behringer will discuss this with the Annual Conference committee for approval. Brechon 
     reported we have secured Kathy Wurzer and Sally Reed for speakers as well. 
6.5      Legislative Committee Report (Dimassis) – Dimassis discussed the report from Elaine 
     at Capitol Hill Associations. The Legislative Auditor is starting their evaluation of public 
     libraries. The Legacy Amendment passed – there are discussions to determine what to 
     do with the money. We have sent out Save the Dates for the Legislative Forum on July 
     21 and will be posting the online registration form soon.  
6.6      PLD Report (Edson) - Edson discussed the evaluation from the Webinar on June 8 - they 
     had over 50 people attend and it was a success. Although there was no revenue (or 
     expenses), it was an excellent example of a membership benefit. ACTION ITEM: 
     Nonprofit Solutions will research the cost of purchasing Go To Meetings, so MLA 
     could have more events of this type.
7. Discussion Items

7.1 Promotion of programs via Web site and Listserv (Behringer/Palank) – MLA has been receiving multiple requests from outside organizations wanting to post their events on our website and send via email to members. Behringer has given permission to Nonprofit Solutions to post these events, with the caveat he would discuss this matter with the board and establish a process going forward. The board discussed this issue and determined Nonprofit Solutions will send these requests to the Executive Committee for approval. Nonprofit Solutions will also work with the bylaws committee to discuss a policy around this issue, as well as others. The board also discussed BranchOut and out of that discussion it was decided Chaney will have a discussion with SSPIN regarding sharing the services of Nonprofit Solutions and more inclusion with MLA.

7.2 MILE graduate sponsorship for ALA's Emerging Leaders program (Finifrock) – ALA is accepting applications for their 2010 Emerging Leader program. Finifrock asked the board if they were willing to sponsor a $1000 scholarship ($500 for each conference) – the applications are due July 21. Young moved; Hoks seconded – Motion passed
7.3 ARLD Dialogues (Eells) – Eells discussed in the past, ARLD used to have dialogues at the libraries over lunch on a variety of topics. They want to start these dialogues again (they have interest from several libraries) and asked the board for approval to use the profit in their budget from ARLD Day to sponsor these events. Behringer moved; Brechon seconded – Motion passed 
8. Adjournment - The meeting adjourned at 11:54. James moved to adjourn the meeting; Young seconded – Motion passed


Next meeting:  
Friday, July 17, 2009 from 9:30 a.m. – noon

