SSPiN Spring 2008 Meeting

Attending: Irma Fridley, JoAnn Toussaint, Tracy Hvezda, Chis Lang, Jacki Betsworth, Rita Schultz

1. Call to order @ 10:32 a.m.

2. Welcome & Introductions

3. Additions to Agenda – Jacki / JoAnn motioned to approve – motioned passed.

4. Minutes approval & discussion –  January 25, 2008 conference call
· Chris contacted regional contacts; they are willing to spread the word about SSPiN.

· Rita sent an electronic copy of our brochure to Chris.

· Combined newsletter idea – no new progress on this. The visioning task force did talk about MLA newsletter and discussed whether they could afford the cost of publishing hard copies. 

· Irma/ Rita motioned for acceptance of minutes – motion passed.

5. SSPiN sponsored programs for MLA update –Chris shared the proposed MLA program.  SSPiN is cosponsoring 8 sessions, but there is no inclusion of voluntary certification. Chris will follow up with Heidi to find out whether the 2 additional sessions (Mary Wilson, Rebecca Patton) will be included or wrapped into another session. The suggested session on supervising will be featured at Branch Out 2009. Chris will continue to push Voluntary Certification. 

We need to make sure that the MLA listserv is updated! Irma is missing, others, may be.
ACTION: Chris will send detail descriptions to all via email.
ACTION: Jacki will resend most recent MLA list.

6. Committee Appointments

· Nominating – Jacki Betsworth, Tracy Hvezda, Chris Lang
· Certification Liaison – Rebecca Patton

· Legislative Liaison – Jeanne Whetstone

· Membership –  Chris Lang, JoAnn Toussaint, Irma Fridley.   Tracy Hvezda reported that MLA is working with St. Kate’s to attract more library students. This push will probably not affect SSPiN’s recruitment efforts. With gas prices, people are not able to travel so freely; we need more regional contacts, to work through multi-types. Difficulty is that paraprofessionals have no time & money to join; they can be in CLIC & other orgs for free and don’t always see the benefit.  
ACTION: Chris will talk with Lynn @ SAMMIE to spread the word. 
ACTION: We will all continue to work through Tracy to support MLA/SSPiN membership growth.
ACTION: Tracy will incorporate Support Staff single page promotional piece onto SSPiN & MLA blogs.

· Newsletter Committee – Rita Schultz
Next newsletter will include:

i. Branch Out 2008 SD advertisement

ii. Call for nominations – Una Lamb award

iii. Discussion of blogs vs LinkUp! Tracy will write a news article about the blog.


· Promotional Committee – Irma, Jacki – 

i. Chris has custody of bookmarks, dishes, a few brochures, a very few screen sweepers from the SSPiN promotion box. For our next promotion, when funds allow, the group suggests koozies.

ii. Brochure may cost too much to reproduce at this time.  We will discuss this at a later meeting.

· Paraprofessional/Advocate Committee – Jacki, Irma, Tracy


7. Branch Out 2009 – Tentatively August 4-5, 2009 with possibility of 8/6. Want to include MOTSE and still allow people access to all sessions. Chris is working toward creation of a meaningful price break to offer to MLA/SSPiN members. PioneerLand, SAMI, Plum Creek will sponsor it in Willmar, MN.  July 18th is South Dakota’s Branch Out. Chris handed out current sessions and is soliciting ideas for workshops for academic libraries.


8. Bylaws Revision

· We cannot amend anything at this meeting because Article 8 states amendment suggestions must be submitted in writing 7 days before meeting.

· Our revision is dependent on MLA’s upcoming visioning task force, so we will save revision for a later date.  They will meet again in early July and hope to send a survey to members in late August / early September and complete their charge by the fall conference.

9. Discussion Items

· Summer gathering will not be held. Any summer business will be conducted via email or phone conference.  Any items needing broader input will be sent out via email or the blog.

· SSPiN will collaborate with the Branch Out committee and will work to further contacts with an ultimate goal of increasing membership.

· Visioning report from Tracy – ACTION items from fall meeting were charged to the 15 people who attended the visioning meeting. A subcommittee is researching how other state library organizations work; another is working on a survey; another is exploring partnerships with St. Kates and other orgs; possible reorganization of MLA. 
ACTION: Tracy will attend 7/9/08 meeting and will share minutes.


10. Calendar of Events

· MLA Conference, November 19-21, 2008.
· Next meeting – at the MLA conference in November. Place and time TBD.
11. Other Items
· Check out Www.admin-pro.com – a good newsletter.

12. Meeting adjourned shortly before noon. All attendees were invited to dine together at Khyber Pass restaurant.

Respectfully submitted,
Jacki Betsworth
SSPiN Secretary
