2008 Best Projects by Library Friends

Used Cookbook Sale
Becker Country Friends of the Library

Friends increased the visibility and traffic at the Detroit Lakes Public Library—and created a way for cookbook collectors to reduce the size of their collection by holding a used cookbook sale. Of the 1,500 cookbooks collected—many Friends volunteered to pick up books directly from donors—500 were sold. The sale raised more than $800 to support programs and activities.

● A single donation of 300 books spurred donations, and a Clay County resident matched that donation with 100 books;

●Cookbook sale cost the Friends nothing. Everything—printing, public relations, event planning, pick-up service, temporary storage—was donated;
●Young Friends of the Library did the ‘heavy lifting.’ (NOTE: Does your library have a support from younger Friends?)
●Thank-you letters to key supporters included results of the sale.
Publicity focused on an audience within 100 miles of Detroit Lakes: A series of three news releases, 30-minute KDLM radio interview, and a live, five-minute interview with WDAY radio in Fargo the day before the sale set the scene.
Detroit Lakes Public Library: www.ci.detroit-lakes.mn.us/publiclibrary
Contact: Terry Kalil, 218-847-1979 or 218-341-0452 (cell), tkalil@arvig.net 

Picnic at Wayzata Library: Monarchs, Mariposas y Mexico
Wayzata Friends of the Library

The third annual summer picnic in celebration of the Wayzata Children’s Garden increased local library visibility and the newly merged status of the Hennepin County libraries. Wayzata Library has been selected as an official monarch way station. Monarchs summer in Wayzata then retreat to Mexico, leading to the event theme. Five hundred attendees of all ages participated in arts activities, learned about butterflies, sang and danced, enjoyed picnic fare, listened to stories and signed on as new Friends. 
Friends paid for all costs: $3,400 and $3,500 was budgeted. Drawing prizes and supplies were among many donations.
Wayzata Public Library:  www.hclib.org/AgenciesAction.cfm?agency=Wa
Contact: Linda Eckman, Friends president, 763-551-4760, threshgirl@gmail.com 
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